(Author Mark Lane Claims 

jFBI Plotted Against King 

^ 



p ByCAROLE^HKINAZE 
^ Why w*j Jlartin Luther 
offce protection r»- 
[ moved on the day of hi* axu*- 
; »matloo,aodby whom? 

Why wa the tame FBI 
■j iqnad whies had origiiuUy 
assiped to di*credit ;King 
; (whom they code-named 
-‘ZoTTO’) later directed to krvti- 
ti{ate his murder? 

^ what *way ha* the mo*t 
■ reliable witnen been pre- 
Tcated, perhaps forever, from 
, teiti/yisj iq court? 

- These are some of the qne*- 
.Uons raised la "(ixle Nam* 
-"2om‘: The Murder of Martin 
JLuther Xing Jr,” a chilling 
book by the author of 
.rRush to Judgment," whidl 10 
. ^ars ago poked holes In the 
Warren Commission's findings 
'tonceming the assassination of 
-^President John F. Kennedy. 

,» And Mark Lane, who col- 
‘Jaborated with black cometlian 
-ind dvil rights worker Dick 
jCregory in the research and 
|,«iiting of “Code’ Name 
rSorro,"* said Thursday that 
•their findinp have led them to 
■.'the grim conclusion that the 
FBI, under J. Edgar Hooviff'* - 
.direction, wa* deeply involved 
■Jn a covert campalm to “de- 
•*rxjy-Klng.' 

U For example. Lane said In 
am interview in Atlanta, "Dr. 
ting was subjected to elec- 
•Joc^ surveillance eviiry 
iSiinute of his life, starting in 
Ibe early IJOOi.” Basing his il- 
.Vgatiocs on Information tap- 
^plied by former FBI Special 
.Agent Arthur Mortagh, who 1* 
pwidcly quoted In the book, and 
others, Lao# gave this accotmt 
,ef one soch episode: 

. "A mlcroplujne concealed In 
,a hotel where King stayed 
picked up toons of a party at i 
Jhich he wi| present," Indl- ( 



p Why was 
> KinfJeA^ 




Lane: Still Probing 
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ig was subjected to elec- So Hoover ordered the FBI 
surveillance every laboratory to “improve” or 
lute of his life, starting in doctor the tapes so that King's 
early lJ40i.” Basing his il- voice could be dearly heard In 
itlons on Information tap- a context that would prove 
d by former FBI Special embarrassing. He then ordered 
nt Arthur MorUgh, who Is the tape “sanitlxed” to remove 
ely quoted In the book, and all fingerprints, had it placed 
ms, Lao# gave this acxwmt In a package which was also 
oe soch episode: sanitized, together with a 

K ml<™hone concealed In threatening, typewritten let- 
lotel Where King stayed Ur, and directed that It b« 
■ed up tou^ of a party at mailed to the Southern Clris- 
ds he wi| present,” Indl- tiin Leadership Conference 
ug “seiuJ activity.* The "from a Southern sUte,” which 
ble, Lanefcrote In a wig- entailed dispatching an FBI 
It dealing jwth the acUvi- agent to Florida who mailed it, 
■jd an alleged "Destroy and then flew home, 
r FBI squad, was that “It Hoover’s Intention, 
not really relate King to srriles, was "to precipitate a 



.eating “seiu J activity.* The 
trouble. Lane Ir rote In a wig- 
Jwrt dealingjwth the acUvi- 
Bet.id an alleged "Destroy 
.iKing* FBI squad, was that “It 
rfid not really relate King to 



- ---A _ — . — „ iAiKipuaie a 

,he sexual activity and one separaUoo between Dr. King 

!°“^» **“**^ bear King’s and his wife in the belief that 
i®“*-" the separation would reduc* 



his stature." 

Hoover also ordered agents, 
• assigned to investigate King 
and other civil rights activists, 
to say that the investigations 
had ordered by an assist- 
ant attorney general "because 
Hoover didn’t want to be con- 
nected with any civil right* 
Investigations,” Lane quoted 
Mortagh. "This was the only 
time when we told anyone that 
the Justice Department was 
ordering us to conduct as 
InvesUgiUon." Murtagh said. 
"In any other kind of case, the 
Bureau would be glad to take 
credit.” Jr- 7 

“It was an o/'gaiiized ven- 
detta," in which the Atlant* 
New York and Washingtn 
FBI field office* took pari 
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Boat “Tie cooceotration of 
<Uort ajaiint Kia| masl 
freater Uiaa any otier jinglJ 
fivestlgation Uut I sw Uk5 
place at tie Bureau and I law 
a lot of them in JO years, 
niere was a crew of people 
wito did almost nothing for_ 
Mven or eight years, except 
lirrestigate King and try to de- 
itroy him — They were going to 
get King in one way or 
another. ^ 

;Une charges that the 
ronovaJ of Detective Ed Red- 
ditt, who had been assigned to 
prtivide security for the dvU 
rights leader during his fatal 
trip to Memphis oo orders 
from “Washington." the com- 
mitment of an important wit- 
ness to a Tennessee mental 
Institution, and the deployment 
of "Destroy King" squad mem- 
ners In the ensuing murder 
investigation, were other ele- 
ments of that vendetta. 

Lane, who now directs the 
Washington-based Citizens 
Committee of Inquiry, an 
^rgeinlzation committed to 
J^ging Congress to investigate 
pe murders of both King and i 
tKmuedy, does not know if the 
full extent of the FBI involve 
ment In those events will ever 
^ known. But Lane, who said 
he hiis personally received J5? 
Uu^its against his own life 
■iucti he began his independent 
urve>;ligation into Kennedy'i 
^zsascslnatJoo 14 years ago 
says that he does have fail! in 
the flenate Select Committee, 
which is now condnctlng its 
own investigation. 

“Tliere will be a moment of 
truth," he declares, "when they 
ask the FBI and the CIA to 
make certain documents avail- 
able to them, and are refused." 

Lane, a former New York 
State legislator who also 
found<*d the Wounded Knee 
Legal Defense Committee, 
says lujwever that he has al- 
ready embarked on his next 
““i project- It will be an invesiiga- 
1 tion of “monumental impor- 
I delving into 

■ me backgrounds of Americans i 
I Jho provided Fidel Castro) 

I ^Ih the weapons used In Ihel 
J Cuban revolntioa I 
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